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[Abstract:] In reference to the continuing affairs in the N.O. Mint, whether writer was M & R. 
1175 


Box 351 P.O. 
New Orleans 


New Orleans 
November 27, 1883 


My dear Sir, 


I was very much gratified by the kind sentiments expressed in your favor of the 15th inst. 
which, though received in due course of mail, I delayed to answer, in order to ask Mr. Jones in 
relation to his assertion that he heard Dr. Albrecht say to you, in his presence, that he had been 
persuaded by me to pass those ingots. As I do not go to the Mint for fear of having to encounter 
the snarls of the of the Cerberus employed there for the purpose, I nearly believe, of keeping me 
from having any intercourse with any persons employed in the establishment, that is Mr. Peter 
Kiernan, I had to wait for an opportunity to meet Mr. Jones elsewhere. I find I was mistaken; 
your impression that Jones was absent when you were here is perfectly correct; he was in 
California at that time. It was to Mr. Preston that Dr. A. made that remark, as Mr. Jones re- 
affirms. You were here on the 26th of March and left on the 28th. Mr. Preston was here on the 
7th to 10th of February. On the 13th Feb. that libelous article was published in the Picayune; on 
that same day, Dr. Albrecht denied to me all knowledge of the article, until after it was given to 
the press; Jones had not seen it, and the only other officers were Dr. Smyth and his chief clerk, 
Mr. Steele. The Assay Commission met on the 14th and adjourned on the 16th Feby. Mr. Jones 
returned from California about the middle of April and on the 23d of that month first told me of 
Albrecht’s remark to Preston. 


Dr. Albrecht stated, correctly, to you that I was of opinion and so expressed it, that, if the 
fineness of ingots was within legal limits, he had no right to condemn them. But this did not 
mean that they should be delivered; I claimed that it was the duty of the Melter & Refiner to 
condemn and remelt them, though within legal limits, as I have invariable done even in cases 
where they were even within the closer practical limits. By this practice I merely avoided the 
exhibition on the assay-report of an undue number of condemned melts, which would make it 
appear that the Melter & Refiner was at fault when the Assayer was. I have some times remelted 
silver ingots passed by the Assayer because their appearance was not good, porous or wavy, 
which may happen when the mould is not at a proper heat when the ingots are cast. You know 
from your own experience that very often ingots, perfect in title, are desperately annoying to the 
coiner. Much of the fine silver we received could not be alloyed directly with copper and made 
into tough metal; it was only by mixing in a proper quantity at clippings or other alloyed silver. 
Such ingots, however perfect in title, could not be used by the Coiner. The well known difficulty 
at making tough 18 carat (750) gold, seems due to similar causes. Though gold copper & silver 
be absolutely pure, the ingots will only become tough after a number of remelts. This is even the 
case with our standard alloy of 900. gold. And, in a less degree, with our silver. I was lately 
informed by Mr. S.R. Stewart, former clerk, acting as assistant of Dr. A., that Dr. A. very rarely 
made any gold assays himself, but left them to his assistant. I have frequently found the assays 
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irregular and irresponsive to my calculations; whenever I expressed an opinion or gave advice, it 
was from no other motive than to aid my colleagues, and with no other intention than to 
approach as near as possible to perfection. And this was natural enough. While I was Sups. ’74 
to °76, and Assayer in charge, ’76 to ’78, I barely had sufficient funds to put the Melting and 
Assay Dept. in tolerably fair conditions. When Congress made a full appropriation for the fiscal 
year 1878/79, I was appointed Coiner, and you will probably remember that I endeavored to get 
a few experienced workmen from your mint, but as the yellow fever was raging here, no one 
could be induced to come along. I was the only officer who had any experience in mint business, 
and I well remember the wonder and astonishment of Dr. A. when I first showed him the assay 
process, sonification assays &c. The Supt., Gov. Mahn, had never taken in interest in chemical, 
physical or mechanical science; his whole life had been devoted to legal and literary pursuits; he 
had his mind fully occupied with some legal questions arising from the claim on the city of N.O. 
of its reversionary right to the Mint grounds, which were donated, originally, by the city to the U. 
States, with conditions. The Melter & Refiner, Mr. Sam. Weeks, who died during the summer, 
depended entirely on my guidance and the assistant of Mr. Tiedeman, my former foreman, who 
came here in the midst of the epidemic te as an act of friendship to me and Mr. Weeks, who had 
been a workman in the Melting Dept. in his early youth and was crippled by being caught in the 
shafting. Not one of the officers had ever crossed the “Pons Asinorum’, if they knew of the 
existence of this obstacle which bars the road to scientific and technical progress. Even Dr. 
Albrecht, with his respectable stock of various experience in the arts and sciences, had only got 
fairly on to it and it was my pleasure and privilege to pull him though. I am too conscious of my 
own deficiencies to flatter myself with an idea of excellence, but “in the kingdom of the blind the 
one-eyed are kings”, and must expect to meet with envy and jealousy. Gov. Forte succeeded 
Gov. Mahn after 6 months’ service. He came here with a cancerous tumor on his head, pressing 
upon the brain, growing worse daily not withstanding several operations by Dr. Smyth. He 
brought with him, from Mississippi, several clerks, Mr. Steele of the Jackson Railroad among 
them, and half a dozen negroes who were put on the payroll and who had to board with him at, it 
is to be presumed, reasonable rates. The chief feature of his administration of the general 
department was the smashing up of a vast amount of valuable machinery, duplicates of press, 
punching, gearing appendages, and selling them to junk-shops as old iron. He also sold, as old 
iron, a lot of iron melting pots, with the silver adhering, without my knowledge. - I said nothing. 
- Mr. Davis came here as coiner and, very clearly, managed to conceal his deficient technical 
knowledge under the pleasant garb of his polished correspondence and great clerical ability. His 
pleasant manners and sympathetic condolence ingratiated him to Gov. Forte. He ambitioned the 
Superintendency even before Foote’s death, and, fearing my competition for the place, easily 
obtained from me not only my assurance that I would not be in his way, but my recommendation 
and earnest efforts for his success. I pass over all the heart-burning I experienced during his term. 
He is unfortunate and poor, and God forbid that I should deny him the sympathy to which 
misfortune is ever entitled. Dr. Smyth’s appointment was a surprise to every body, and, 
according to his statement, to himself. Messrs. Puichback and Kellogg say otherwise. I hailed his 
appointment with joy, hoping for a new era in the history of our mint. It came and the rest is 
familiar to you. I am sure neither your self nor any gentlemen conversant with the management 
of a mint will blame me for having resisted the attempts of Dr. Smyth and his clerks to reduce 
me to a dummy and a flunky. Urged on one side by the Director to comply with the regulations 
requiring comment on the melting of deposits, denied on the other side the privilege of knowing 
the weights, after melting, wrangling with clerks (ignorant of the subject) on the fitness of acids 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 130 


fuel, pots &c., having a new, uninitiated clerk sent to re-weigh the copper after I had certified the 
accordance of the weight found with the invoice, thus intimating distrust in my veracity, 
excommunicated from intercourse with my colleagues and all intercourse with all employees, 
except the men in my department, under pain of having all the vials of Olympian wrath emptied 
on their devoted heads, what remained for me to do except to preserver in what I believed to be 
right and just? 


Through my own indiscretions or rather simplicity, Dr. Smyth was aware that my 
peculiar circumstances are not brilliant, that, with my salary, I could not abundantly supply all 
my wants and indulge in the gratifications of my desire for an occasional addition to my library 
or laboratory, that, without it, I must confine myself to strict necessaries to keep afloat. He has 
revenged himself; nobly. My brother Hubert, for many years vice-President of the Board of 
Administrators of the Charity Hospital, during Smyth’s service as House-Surgeon of that 
institution, was his superior, his patron, his protector and devoted friend. There was greater 
intimacy between them than between my brother and myself. Hubert sold him, after both had 
been ousted from the Hospital, his planation in the Parish of 57 James, a large sugar estate, on 
verbal terms. I knew nothing of the transaction until long after. There arose a difference of 
opinion between them as to the construction of the verbal conditions of sale which was the cause 
of gradual estrangement between them. I believe they are yet, however, on polite speaking terms. 
I was never informed, still less consulted, by my brother in his affairs with Smyth. Dr. Smyth 
one day sent me a note requesting the loan, for a few days, of two microscopic slides which he 
had presented to me some weeks or months before, and which he promised to return to me in a 
few days. They never came back. It was only some time after this occurrence that I became 
aware of the existence of some dissension between them. It is only since the full unmasking of 
his hostility that I ever thought that the demand for the return of his present, under the plea of a 
loan, was the first intimation of a declaration of war. He waited for the full deployment of his 
hostile force until he had effectually entrenched himself in his position as Superintendent and my 
superior. He came, saw and conquered. 


It remains for me now to thank you for your patience in listening to my side of the story. I 
could never have doubted your fairness, impartiality, and justice, if you had erred in your 
apprehension of the complicated circumstances. I shall never forget the lecture you gave to that 
bar-keeper at the Girard House who refused a drink of water to a negro who humbly, and 
politely, asked for it. It was shortly after you became a coiner, in the year of the Schuylkill 
freshet. Since then I knew that nothing could bias your judgement. 


Thankfully & truly yours, 
M.F. Bonzano. 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Supt. U.S. Mint, Philadelphia, Pa. 


